THE   PLEASURES   OF

from our driver were assured it was nothing, only
he pointed ominously to a long black line seen far
away in the distance. Our servant assured us this
was the shadow of the mountain, but this was only
said to reassure us in case we felt alarmed.

The " black line " appeared to be steadily advanc-
ing, every moment becoming more and more like a
huge army of mounted men marching straight for
us. Our driver, thinking, no doubt, of the probable
capture of his horses by the robbers, lashed up the
poor beasts into a gallop, urging them on ever faster
and faster till they could go no quicker. Our ser-
vant, who was sitting on the box-seat, made valiant
attempts to draw off our thoughts from the impend-
ing danger, as he thought the "khatoun" would be
much frightened. But the "khatoun" was not to
be blindfolded, and much preferred to see and know
what was going on. By this time the " army" had
assumed enormous proportions, for as each section
appeared in sight, another one loomed behind, away
in the distance. Already in my mind I resignedly (?)
bade farewell to all the contents of our boxes, as I
pictured the Arabs ruthlessly breaking them open
and spreading the contents on the ground for inspec-
tion and division. We soon saw that we must give
up the race, for every moment brought us nearer
our dreaded enemies ; till just as we reached the top
of a small rise in the ground we came face to face
with our "army of soldiers." '" Alhamdllillah! " they
were nothing more alarming than a huge cavalcade
of about 10,000 camels being taken to water in com-
panies of 500, each company being in charge of a
drover, the order and regularity with which they